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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MOGADI01I54 230937Z 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 EB-08 /019W 

085810 23I426Z/42 

R 230805Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 6352 

UNCLAS MOGADISCIO 1154 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: BENC, BAGB.SO 

SUBJ: CASTLE AND COOK TRIP 

REP: USDOC 09433 


1 . UPON ARRIVAL MOGADISCIO ON MAY 18, CASTLE AND COOK REPS 
CARTER, EDGERTON AND HANNEMAN CONTACTED EMBASSY AFTER 
FAILING TO REACH ANYONE AT BANANA BOARD. EMBASSY HAD 
PREVIOUSLY LEARNED OP THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE'S DECISION 
TO POSTPONE MEETINGS ON MAY 17 AND INFORMED CASTLE AND 
COOK REPS OF THIS DECISION. EMBASSY THEN ATTEMPTED TO 
ARRANGE MEETINGS ON BEHALF OF CASTLE AND COOK WITH BEHI 
OF BANANA BOARD AND MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, BUT BOTH 
REPUSED. AMBASSADOR LOUGHRAN AND EMBASSY OPFICERS BRIEPED 
CASTLE AND COOK REPS ON POLITICAL/ECONOMIC SITUATION IN 
SOMALIA. CASTLE AND COOK REPS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN FLYING 
TO KISMAYO TO TOUR BANANA REGION, BUT BEHI ADVISED AGAINST 
THIS. CASTLE AND COOK REPS THEN RENTED CAR ON THEIR OWN 
AND INSPECTED THE BANANA REGIONS NEAR MOGADISCIO. REPS 
FRUSTRATED OVER FOUL-UP BUT APPRECIATIVE OP EMBASSY 
EFFORTS TO FACILITATE THEIR VISIT. VICE PRESIDENT 
CARTER SAID HE PLANNED TO CONTINUE CONTACT WITH EMBASSY 
VIA USDOC FOR POSSIBLE LATER MEETINGS AND WOULD KEEP 
EMBASSY INFORMED. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE 02 MOGADI01I54 230937Z 


2. EMBASSY ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT BEHI WEEK PRIOR TO 
CASTLE AND COOK REPRESENTATIVES' ARRIVAL BUT WERE 
UNABLE TO REACH UNTIL MAY 17. AT THAT POINT BEHI 
RETURNED EMBASSY CALL TO REPORT THAT THE NEW MINISTER 
OF AGRICULTURE HAD NOT BEEN PROPERLY BRIEFED ON THE 
CASTLE AND COOK VISIT AND WAS THEREFORE UNABLE TO ADE- 
QUATELY CARRY ON DISCUSSIONS WITH CASTLE AND COOK REPS. 
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HE SAID THAT HE HAD SENT TELEX TO CASTLE AND COOK 
HEADQUARTERS INEORMING THEM OE POSTPONEMENT (WHICH, 

OE COURSE, ARRIVED TOO LATE EOR THE CASTLE AND COOK 
REPS). 

3. EMBASSY PLANS SEEK APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITY TO 
REMIND RESPONSIBLE SOMALI OFEICIALS THAT TREATMENT OE 
CASTLE AND COOK REPS IS NOT BEST APPROACH TO BUILDING 
CONEIDENCE WITH U.S. BUSINESSMEN. 

VOUGHT 


UNCLASSIEIED 


NNN 
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